72                          A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

ing your majesty, that God himself, who has thus
commanded us out, has sent me to you to demand
your assent.

God sent you! says the king: a fine story for
you to put into the people's heads, to make them
idle, and hinder rny business; go, get you gone to
your work, and to your task, or I shall rind a way
to drive these whimseys out of your heads again.

But still Moses and Aaron, with other the heads
of the Israelites, (for there were many more with
them,) insisted that they were sent by the imme-
diate? direction of God himself. And how do you
prove that ? says the king; what sign do you give
me that you come with such an authority ?

With this Moses replies to Pharaoh, I shall soon
convince your majesty that I am sent by the great
king, and God of heaven and earth: and with that,
turning to Aaron, he says to him, Brother, throw
down the staff, or rod, that is in your hand, upon
the ground before the king.

Aaron does so, throws down his white staff, and
immediately it was turned into a serpent.

The learned have spent some thought upon what
kind of serpent this should be; but that is not to
my purpose; nor are their conjectures of any
weight, especially that foolish notion, that it was
the same kind of serpent as appeared and talked
to Eve in Paradise, and that it walked erect in
Pharaoh's presence, so that it frighted the king.

But Pharaoh recovering the surprise, tells them.
What does this signify ? you shall see I have peo-
ple of my own can do as much as this. Upon which
his two chief conjurers or magicians were called in ;
it is supposed they were at hand, for the devil is sel-
dom out of call when he is wanted for any mischief.

Upon this comes Jannes and Jambres, so St. Paul
called them, and the text says they were two magi-
cians, and perhaps there might be a great many